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Senate 
The Senate met at 10:45 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable DAN 
SULLIVAN, a Senator from the State of 
Alaska. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Gracious Father, our shield and de-

fense, we look to You in these chal-
lenging times. Lord, the shooting at 
the congressional baseball practice re-
minds us of the importance of num-
bering our days. May we refuse to 
boast about tomorrow, for we know not 
what a day may bring. 

Lord, surround our lawmakers with 
the shields of your protection and 
favor. Fill them with Your Spirit, caus-
ing them to walk in Your statutes and 
keep Your judgments. 

Lord, You know better than we what 
lies ahead for our lives. So lead us like 
a gentle shepherd. 

We claim Your promise in Hebrews 
13:5 that You will never leave or for-
sake us. Guide and inspire us all to fol-
low Your plan for our lives. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 14, 2017. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, para-
graph 3, of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, I hereby appoint the Honorable 
DAN SULLIVAN, a Senator from the 
State of Alaska, to perform the duties 
of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SULLIVAN thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BASEBALL 
PRACTICE SHOOTING 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
know the entire Senate will join me in 
echoing the sentiments of the Presi-
dent this morning. We are deeply sad-
dened. We are all concerned for those 
injured. We will keep them in our pray-
ers, and we will continue to send them 
every wish for a quick and full recov-
ery. 

We are grateful for all those who 
stepped in to help—those practicing on 
the field, the first responders and, of 
course, the Capitol police officers on 
the scene. We are deeply indebted for 
their service. We again salute their 
continuing and unfailing bravery on 
behalf of the Capitol community. 

The Congressional Baseball Game is 
a bipartisan charity event. I know the 
Senate will embrace that spirit today 
as we come together in expressing both 
our concern and our gratitude. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BASEBALL 
PRACTICE SHOOTING 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I join 
with the majority leader in offering 
our prayers for those who are injured. 

I was absolutely shaken by the news 
of a shooting early this morning at the 
baseball field in Alexandria where 
many of my friends and colleagues 
were practicing for the annual Congres-
sional Baseball Game, an event that 
brings us together each year. 

It has been reported that Representa-
tive SCALISE, the House whip, was shot 
during the attack, as were two brave 
members of the Capitol Police Force 
and others, including a staffer. Let us 
pray that they and any others who 
were injured are able to recover quick-
ly. 

This morning is the most sobering re-
minder of how thankful we should be 
for the service of the Capitol Police 
Force, who put their lives on the line 
day in and day out for us to be safe. I 
could not be more grateful that Capitol 
Police was there at a time to prevent 
this attack from being any worse than 
it was. I was in the gym with Senator 
PAUL, who had been there, and he had 
told me that, had these two Capitol po-
lice officers, who were part of Con-
gressman SCALISE’s detail, not been 
there, it might have been a massacre 
because there would have been no one 
to respond. But their bravery is exem-
plary of all the Capitol Police Force, 
and we thank them. 

The entire Senate family sends its 
thoughts and prayers to those who 
were wounded and our gratitude to the 
police officers and first responders who 
were at the scene. 

I yield the floor. 
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